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Ford

Taurus SHO

The robust runner matures into
a four-door Mark VIII.

BY BARRY WINFIELD

first SHO Taurus, it was that it lacked

refinement. It certainly did not lack
performance. Even with the automatic
transmission that was introduced for 1993
to bolster sales, the SHO ran to 60 mph in
7.6 seconds and tripped the quarter-mile
lights in 15.7 seconds. That put it in the
company of the BMW 325i and the Acura
Legend. Along with such sprightly accel-
eration came marvelous midrange flexi-
bility and rip-snorting throttle response.

Somehow, this failed to impress the
sports-sedan clique, who refrained from
purchasing SHO Tauruses in even the
modest numbers Ford had hoped for. It's
a risky wager, but we bet the new Ford

I f there was anything wrong with the
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Taurus SHO does not suffer the same fate.

Why? Because the car has moved into
a new niche, its focus has altered, and its
image has shifted upmarket. And the car
will cost a lot more—about $33,000, Ford
tells us. The new SHO is more a four-door
Lincoln Mark VIII than it is a souped-up
family sedan. The choice of a V-8 under-
lines that fact as much as it fulfills the
prophecy we heard from Ford officials a
few years ago that all Fords would soon
be powered by engines from their own
drawing boards.

The new SHO's engine shares the basic
architecture of the Duratec 2.5-liter V-6
found in the smaller Contour, with exactly
the same bore, stroke, and cylinder spac-
ing. Development time decreases when all
of an engine’s dimensions and parameters
have already been explored. This com-
monality endows the 3.4-liter V-8 with a

60-degree angle between cylinder banks,
relinquishing the usual 90-degree V-8's
inherent equilibrium and making the
installation of a balance shaft necessary.
Although this is a Ford engine, devel-
opment was shared by Yamaha, which
machines and assembles the engines in
Japan after receiving castings produced,
using a patented Cosworth process, by
Ford’s plant in Windsor, Ontario, The fin-
ished engines are shipped back to Ford's
Atlanta assembly plant for installation in
the SHO Taurus. It is the only Ford engine
with direct ignition, reverse-flow cooling,
and aluminum bucket tappets in the valve-
train. (See Tech Highlights, page 67.)
And what a civilized
engine it is. Producing just a
satisfying purr at cruising
speeds—and a mellow snarl
when spurred to greater
effort—the four-cam V-8
sounds and feels more ex-
pensive than the V-6 it
replaces. But it doesn’t have
the immediacy that the old
V-6 flaunted, nor the enthu-
siastic midrange pickup.
Although the V-8 produces
more torque (225 pound-feet





















