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COVER STORY
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Car of the Year

Q80

It’s going to be a Bull market for the Ford Taurus

by John Hanson
PHOTOGRAPHY BY PETERSEH PHOTOGRAPHIC

1986 Car of the Year making such a big splash
n the cover, it's hard to be coy about the results,

lright, first things first. The Taurus won: With our
II A

The faet that the Taurus ran away from this vear’s
competition, with its stablemate Mercury Sable close
behind, should be satisfying news to Ford, which laid
da lot on the line to introduce a significantly different,
mainstream family car.

Unquestionably, the Taurus is the most significant
car introduced by Ford in decades. More important,
Ford has somehow managed to step away from the
stodgy Detroit establishment of sameness and design a

car of the future—then show the guts to grab rock-
steady middle America by the throat and announce,
"Hey, forget what you know about Detroit iron. This
is how it's going to be from now on.”

As significant as the Taurus may be for Ford, the
Made-In-America auto industry, and the consumers of
bread-and-butter family sedans, it is equally signifi-
cant to note the quality of competition it had to dispose
of on its way to Car of the Year honors.

Beyond the Taurus, this was the year of pleasant
surprises, major astonishment, and few disappoint-
ments, It was also the year of twins, triplets, and a late
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