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There are plenty of reazonz why some peo-
ple ean’t get used to the idea of a mini-van
or are bored driving one by now, not the
least of which is that, to them, the thing i=
Just not @ car. The therapy for van-allergic families 15 o
liberally apply a station wagon to the affected area. Wag-
onsg have come far in the yvears since they were the
chrome-laden anchors of suburbia’s carpool relay, They
perform better, look better in the driveway, are more fun

TEST

smaller V-6, In a city environment, the greater torque is
put to use in the speed range where most of us will drive
the car. At the track, our Taurus clocked 0-60 mph in
10.9 seconds and did the guarter mile in 17.9 seconds at
77.6 mph. No guarter horse, obviously, but with its power
production optimized for around-town advantage, the
dragstrip performance is less important.

Taurus engineers have made big strides in developing
ride quality that doesn't sacrifice a performance feel,
however pedestrian the actual numbers may be. Our LX
wagon scored a 0.73 g on the skidpad ¢ireuit, not a ma-

FORD TAURUS LX STATION WAGON

to drive, and still have plenty of room for Spot the Won-
der Dog to stick his nose out the window. The Ford Tau-
rus LX station wagon is a classy form of the new breed.
Itz looks have been skillfully freshened for the 92 model
year, and an all-new interior and instrument panel reori

ents some control functions. At this LX trim level, lots of

standard equipment is included to extend comfort as well
as functionality

This ig a well-behaved ear, with adeguate power under-
foot to hustle down the road with few apologies, Standard
in the LX is a 3.8-liter V-6 making the same 140 horse-
power as the base wagon's 3.0-liter six, but the bigger en-
gine offers 215 foot-pounds of torque, 55 more than the

neuver vou'd perform with grocery bags in the back,
Through the slalom, however, we achieved a relatively
impressive 58.6 mph, This is testimony to the car'’s road-
holding in the real world. We would have preferred some-
what larger tires for improved performance and a more
aggressive look, but the P205/G5RE15 Michelin XW4 all-
season rubber is a good compromise between wet and dry
proficiency, The Taurus wagon's plenty sporty, but it's no
*sport wagon.”

In the upseale LX, each wheel comes standard with a
power-assisted dise brake with anti-lock. The Ford stops
confidently with good modulation and a fine pedal feel.
The 3499-pound LX wagon comes to a halt from 30 mph

in 40 feet and from 60 mph in 150 feet.

We have mixed emotions about the new-for-"92 vari-
able-ratio speed-sensitive power rack-and-pinion steering
setup standard on LY models. In low-speed driving, such
as parking, the assist is surprisingly high. When turns
lock-to-lock are 2.5, backing into that curbside space in
front of your local hang-out iz a breeze. The tradeoff i
that, at lower city speeds, the feel is largely absent. As
speed builds, the assist seamlessly drains away until, at
highway cruising velocities, the effort is reassuringly
firm.

The new interior 15 a big step forward. The seat con-
struction and its power-assisted adjustments are im-

Like the Taurus sedan,
the station wagon's
front-aend has been
subtly cleaned up
and made more
agrodynamic, The LX
package comes
standard with the
140-horsepower
3.B-liter V-B. Tha
interior is also

all new, including
the instrument

panel with remote
radio controls.

praved, and the instrument panel, with large analog
Eauges, is easier to read and comprehend. Ford made an
effort to clean up the Tawrus' ergonomics by adding some
raedio controlz and relocating others, but this was only
partially specessful. The radio/CD unit is located low on
the dashboard and the heating/ventilation/air-condition-
ing controls are up higher, making the operation of these
conirols somewhat difficult due to the awkward positions.

On the other hand, impartant switchgear for the locks
and power windows on both the front and rear doors has
been relocated and illuminated. A driver-side airbag is
still standard eguipment, but now an optional passenger-
side pirbag will be available, too, sometime later in the

TATREND  OCToBER 1931 B






