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bit like a UFO (Unique Ford Offering)
it sat proudly in front of the horel,
gleaming like a polished rophy, wait-
ing to be wouched, The keys firmly in
my grip, | remained unsure whether to
approach and unlock it or wait for ET
to appear from behind with dlved head
and clumsy smile to introduce me to
this spaceship of automotive design,

In an era when most new cars are chained down with the same
‘Me-Too' looks, Ford's new Taurus Ghia breaks the shackles and
screams ‘Look-Ar-Me!'. I looked, looked again and wondered if my
eyes were playing tricks on the grey marter.

No, this was real alright, as real as the cold sliver of the key in my
palm, Ah, whar the hell! The valet parking artendant, stung too i!fi
the appearance of the new-age Ford sedan he had ushered from the
car park darkness, threw a wry smile as I slotted behind the wheel,

“Have a nice day, sir.”

On the street it magnetsed stares like nothing else. Only Ferraris
generate this sort of curiosity. A young guy in his hotted-up Handa
CRX damn near ran into us, drifting over the lane markers as he
ogled over the funuristic styling of the gleaming blue bolt that must
have looked as out of place as Shane Warne in a Colombo nightclub,

With open roads nearing, rraffic thinning and composure regained
we hunted hard along the black top. Five hundred kilometres and six
hours later it was back 1o the hotel and the same valer fella.

“Pleasant day, sir?”

*“You bet!” If Taurus looked awloward, it certainly didn't behave so.,

A salid day spent fanging Ford's fandangled new four-door had
'u.'i]}t‘ii out any TESErvations ;ihﬂilf its hr}]'ing. First imprul;'ii:m\
revealed the chassis to be taut, the ride and steering excellent, its
handling close to class leading for a large front-drive sedan, the
interior comfy, ergonomics friendly and the 3.0-litre V6 engine
punchy.

Immediately it made instant sense why this model came so close
to being anointed as the EF Falcon's successor, albeit modibied to
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suir Aussie tastes. That is until Ford bosses
realised what a marvellous engineering job
Ford Australia did with the current car and
gave the $7350-million go-ahead for its
replacement in '98.

Taurus may be new to us but it's not new
to Ford, For 10 years it's been a top-seller
in its US home market where it's posi-
toned as a Falcon equivalent. What's truly
new is this swoopy 1996 Taurus — Ford's
first true ‘world car’ designed for both left
and right-hand drive markets. Hence its
arrival pn our shores.

Detroit brass, indeed local Ford execs as

its motoring ...”
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'udﬂty of the way Taurus delivers

well, will watch its progress here with keen
interest, for although Falcon's rear-drive
layout has been given the green light until
2002, there is stll 4 50-30 chance Falcon
may do the unthinkable after that and go
front-drive as it's fully integrated into
Ford 2000.

Don't take it personally, it all comes down
to business. Ford spent a reported $4-bil-
lion developing the new Taurus, incorpo-
rating the latest engine, L_L.'Ll‘hu&t safety and
electronics technology, so it's keen to have
the investnent widely absorbed. Right now
the thought of a front-drive Falcon may be

You have to fike ovals with the Taurus
as they're everywhere, especially
the interior, left.

harder to swallow than an ice cube, but if
we wiarm to Taurus it may one day trickle
down the throat like honey.

Our first contact with Taurus — and
maybe yours too when you drive it —indi-
cates it's a superb motor car and jrt pasibly a
worthy Falcon replacement. While rechnical
suitability is one thing though, altering the
Australian psyche is another.

Ford supremo Alex Trotman hopes
Australia will embrace Taurus and buy
10,000 in the first year, however local boss
David Morgan reckons 5000 cars is more
realistic, given that his sales troops must










