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Have you driven
a Ford that looks
like this lately? -
Acerodynamic .
Taurus has mare |
radical linexs

than Audl.

AND MERCURY SABLE

Ford brings aerodynamics
to the heartland with
its new family cars.

BY DANIEL CHARLES ROSS
Detroit Editor

¥ all the hoopla over the Ford
Taurus and Mercury Sable? Ford
intentionally started leaking photos to
the press several months before anyone
had a chance to see and drive the new
line. It's probably to condition everyone
to the radically aerodynamic styling of a
front-wheel-drive, mid-range car that
will replace the intermediate-size rear-
drivers—LTD and Marquis—that have
long been among the favorites of Amer-
ican families.

The new Ford family automobiles
won't go on sale until later this year, but
we've already had a crack at them at the
Moroso Motorsports Park read racing
track in Florida. We drove sedans and
wagons that were dubbed production-
quality cars, though still engineering
test mules. On the track we found that
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the Taurus and Sable have more than
just styling going for them. The suspen-
sion is fully independent front and rear,
cansisting of four-corner MacFherson
struts, Motorcraft double-acting nitro-
gen-pressurized shock ahsorbers and
coil springs. Both front and rear setups
feature a stabilizer bar. Brakes are
vacuum-assisted discs in front, drums
in the rear.

The station wagon’s Tear suspension
differs from the sedan's, with the use of
unequal-length control arms in place of
the struts. This eliminates the shock
towers that would otherwise intrude
into the cargo area.

All-new 3-iter V6 has 60° angle between
cylinder banks for smooth operation. Dis-
tinctive fuel-injection manifold is aluminum.

Slick interior, too

The interior treatment is contempo-
rary in feel and execution. The instru-
ment cluster presents an uncluttered
look of easy readahility. Controls are
simple to identify and are within a
driver's reach. A bank of power window
buttons is located on the driver’'s door,
as is the power mirror switch. The sun
visors are engineered to fold down and
sideways to protect from the sun in
front and at the side.

New engines
When they go on sale, Sable and
(Please tum to page 137)

Unique double-hinged sun visors have a
pull-down see-through blind on side that
will protect even small kids from the sun.
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