Fasi-track s
sedans

Once the private reserve of expensive European models,
the sport-sedan class has some new challengers. PoruLar
SciENcE pits the new Ford Taurus SHO and Nissan Max-
ima SE against two redesigned stalwarts, the BMW 5351
and Audi 200, and discovers a new pecking order.

By DON SHERMAN

ne day not so long ago sports
o cars and family sedans were a

breed or more apart. The
sports cars had all the fun—true de-
signer styling, zippy handling, a spir-
ited exhaust note, and, if they were
lucky, a powerful engine under the
hood. The sedans invariably rode on
skinny tires. They got by with a
wimpy engine and medioere brakes as
long as the ride was comfortable and
the back seat had enough room for
the kids,

Then America discovered that Eu-
rope builds cars too, But the rules of
the automotive game are different
across the Atlantic. Generally speak-
ing, pure sports cars are frivolous ma-
chines seldom taken seriously. The
sedan, on the other hand, is the cho-
sen mode of transportation, Start with
four doors and comfortable seats for
four passengers, add the best engine
available, and place the package on a
highly refined chassis. Before you
know it, you've got a Mercedes-Benz
or a BMW: a machine that can beat
planes and trains from Munich to
Milan while comporting two couples
and their luggage in supreme comfort
and style.

Sport sedans

Such cars are frequently lumped into
the luxury class because they are in-
evitably expensive, but a better name
for them is sport sedans; they have the
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verve and vivacity of a sports car
matched with the practicality of a fam-
ily sedan.

The good news is that Europe is no
longer the exclusive source of sport se-
dans. Ford Motor Co., feeling its oats,
has mated a potent Yamaha engine
with an ordinary-looking Taurus.
Miszan has broken from the Japanese
compact-sedan mold and upgraded the
Maxima in hopes of muscling into this
segment. Two established sport-sedan
brands, Audi and BMW, also have up-
dates for the 1989 model year, so
PorvrarScience assembled this quar-
tet to assess the state of the sport-sedan
art.

The Audi 200 iz the latest version
of the Audi 5000 and, as before, it is
powered by a turbocharged and inter-
cooled single-overhead-cam 2.2-liter
five-cylinder engine that drives the
front wheels. For 1989 the news is a
fresh interior and upgraded equipment
levels. Anti-lock brakes, a driver’s-side
air bag, and an anti-theft system are
now standard

The BMW 5351 is new from its
kidneyv-shaped grille to its multicolored
tail lamps, including mechanicals, even
though it looks little different from
past models. An SOHC 3.4-liter in-line
six-cylinder engine powers the rear
wheels,

The Nissan Maxima is also a elean-
sheet design that saves only the power
train from last year’s model—an

Performance with four doors (clockwise

SOHC three-liter V6 driving the front
wheels.

Even though the Ford Taurus SHO
doesn't look that different from the mil-
lion or so examples of the marque that
are now on the highway, the SHO
{super-high-output) designation means
something special: a dual-overhead-
cam 24-valve three-liter V6 engine, re-
vised suspension settings, fatter wheels
and tires, four-wheel disc brakes, new,
more-comfortable front bucket seats,







