FIRST LOOK: HOT NEW FERRARI 348 SPIDER!
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SIIO 'I'AIIRllS
WAGON!

The fastest, leanest, meanest,
and best station wagon
Ford ever built!

Cadillac STS. Mercedes 600SL. Superfast RX-7

|| uﬂ: Paris to Peking in a Jeep Grand Cherokee.
Detroit Auto Show. Eagle Vision TSi road test.
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Ford Taurus SHO Wagon

The Billy Wagon

Strong as hog’s breath, our one-of-a-kind hauler
amazes Little Leaguers. Sorry, you can’t have one.

BY JOHN PHILLIPS

ar and Driver has a long and
‘ volatile history of assembling
one-of-a-kind Boss Wagons, the

word “Boss™ in the late 1960s meaning
today roughly what the expression “way
cool™ portends, or, if you're Bill or Ted,
“Most excellent, dude.”

We began in 1966 with Boss Wagon
I. a Plymouth Fury on which Navy fight-
ers could have landed, followed by a
455-cubic-inch Olds Vista-Bruiser that
went 120 mph, which was, trust us, a
novelty in 1968. Those two were out-
engineered by surprisingly eco-trendy
Boss Wagons III and IV: a Volvo 265DL
turbocharged to spit out 200 hp and a
1981 Benz 300TD that collided on
Michigan Route 14 with a 24-inch RCA
television set, a TV smash-hit special.

So when we decided to pursue the
still-warm trail of America’s best-known
outlaw, we needed an American outlaw
wagon—a Millennium Taurus, maybe—
that could carry two duffel bags, one ice
chest, ten days of winter clothes, a car
cover, two sleeping bags, one air mat-
tress. one 75-pound Siberian husky (plus
attendant Alpo). 22 history books on
Billy the Kid. and 26 pounds of cameras
and tripods. At 130 mph.

A Taurus SHO wagon, with its 220-
hp bundle-of-snakes Yamaha engine,
seemed the ticket. And after Ford came

up with a four-speed automatic that it
trusted in the face of 215 pound-feet of
torque, voila, the die was cast. So here is
our arrest-me-red Boss Wagon V, ak.a.
the Billy Wagon.

As it turns out (why don’t we ever
learn?), transplanting the engine and
driveline from a SHO automatic was no
overnight lark with a six-pack of Bud in
the neighbor’s garage. What chiefly wor-
ried Ford's engineers (we, ah, hadn’t
actually thought of it) was the wagon’s
torsional rigidity. Ford’s guys thus
welded reinforcing plates in the front
wheelhouses, on the floor near the D-pil-
lars, at the tops of the C-pillars, and in
vital wheel-well locations. According to
a computer, this made our Billy Wagon
30-percent stiffer than anything you'll
find in Ford showrooms, not counting
Cal Worthington’s leisure suit.

Pumping up the suspension was
somewhat simpler, tuning it somewhat
trickier. SHO front struts were installed,
a unique 23mm front anti-roll bar was
fitted, and a 15Smm rear bar (2mm fatter
than the standard wagon issue) was put
to work. Because the wagon might be
used for heavy hauling (Ford perhaps
misunderstood our definition of “haul-
ing”), a unigue transmission cooler was
added. But, ironically, to get the handling
to mimic the automatic sedan’s, low-load
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TAURUS SHO WAGON

springs proved most appropriate, and the
wagon’s dead-stock rear shocks worked
like warm cocoa butter.

Inside, the SHO sedan’s unique
leather buckets, center console, and
instrument panel slid neatly into place.
Outside, artisans fabricated SHO-like
side cladding, a fiberglass rear bumper
cover, and a handmade front fascia—a
clone of the 1993 SHO sedan’s. Because
we kept mumbling things like. “130 mph
would be neat,” the roof rack was
pitched in the dumpster, and the whole
wagon was slathered with SHO-only
crimson clearcoat, which everyone
knows is good for, say, 11 mph. To this
we added the SHO's proprietary
Cuisinart alloy wheels and a set of Eagle
GAs. No civilians have asked if we use
this wagon to haul golf clubs, potted
plants, or Girl Scouts.

In fact, the most common query dur-
ing fuel-ups is, “Is this what I think it is?"

To which we simply point to the dual
exhausts. (We are so cool.)

Throughout this jiggery-pokery. only
one wagon ftrait refuses to comply with
SHO business. The sixteen-gallon tank,
mated to the SHO's gauge, says it’s dry
after only twelve gallons have been swal-
lowed—a drag in the New Mexican out-
back.

Under wide-open throttle, the SHO
wagon shifts (at 6700 rpm) more slickly
than a pre-inaugural Bill Clinton. and the
transmission is programmed with hair-
trigger precision to lunge from fourth to
third if your right loafer so much as
twitches. A small annoyance.

Ride and handling are close to the
SHO automatic sedan’s, if slightly more
supple. This explains why I had no trou-
ble covering 780 miles one day from
Hereford, Texas, to St. Louis and had the
grits thereafter to go looking for a nonex-
istent Steak and Ale.




Were it always summer, we'd prefer
Eagle GTs to these tame GAs, although
the wagon tracks superbly and slogs
okay through a Lincoln Forest five-inch
snowfall. Its skidpad figure of 0.80
equals that of the SHO automatic. except
the Billy Wagon does it with five Little
Leaguers’ faces mashed against side
windows.

Given its 3636-pound heft, even 220
snap-revving horsepower can’t make this
wagon a drag queen. although it will
stuff a Dodge Ramcharger Canyon Sport
back into its canyon, In fact, it pistol-
whips 60 mph in enly 7.3 seconds, mak-
ing it slightly quicker than its sibling
SHO sedan (we can’t explain it either)
and far quicker than other people haulers,
like, say, the Jeep Grand Cherokee V-8
(8.1 seconds).

The anti-lock brakes are more potent

than the sedan’s too—partly because of

weight distribution—bringing matters to
a halt in an amazing 172 feet. This is as
good as an Infiniti Q45.

Not that we ever wanted to stop. The
Billy Wagon is a solid, carefully assem-
bled, practical, quick-witted, long-dis-
tance cruiser with visibility surpassed
only by minivans. It's also a head-turner,
and ergonomically superb with the
exception of the radio, whose stupid
manual-tune button gives you four sec-
onds before it defaults to automatic
“Seek,” whereupon, in Oklahoma, you
receive Chaplain Ray and the Inter-
national Prison Broadcast.

In pursuit of Billy the Kid, I happily
put 4100 miles on this vehicle and there-
after attempted to sign it out on four sub-
sequent weekends, claiming I had crucial
hauling duties: a gallon of milk, a Brooks
Brothers suit, a prized collection of
Aqua Velva bottles.

So, how much would our SHO

wagon go for? Probably $30,000, though
no one at Ford is sure. The whole project
was “just for fun,” unless you and 20,000
of your friends send deposits 1o Dearborn
demanding one.

Just when we figured the station
wagon was a vehicular brontosaurus out-
Darwined by minivans, rhis comes
along.

Hold on. Front-wheel drive, trans-
verse V-6, automatic transmission, What
would happen if we slipped this whole
drivetrain into a minivan? Call it Boss
VL Maybe Villager the Kid. &

We're interested in what you think of this
one-of-a-kind Taurus SHO wagon. Ford
is too. Write to: SHO Wagon, Car ani
Driver, 2002 Hogback Road, Ann Arbor,

Michigan 48105,
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TAURUS SHO WAGON

Vehicle type: front-enging, frontawheali-trive, 5-passenger,
S-door wagon

Price as tested: 530,000 (if you could get ane)

Options on test car: sutomatic transmission, leather
Seats, passenger-side airbag, six-way power seats, keyiess
aniry system

Major standard accessories: power steenng, windows,
seats, and locks, AJC, cruige contral, tilt steering, rear
defroster and wiper

Sound system; Ford AN/FM-stereo radio/cassette, 4
speakers

ENGINE

TP i N8, iton block and aluminum heads
Bore x stroke ... v 382 % 315, 92.0 x B0.0mm
Displacement ... ; 1895 ¢uin, 3191ce

Compréession ratlo.. 231
Engine-controf svszem e Cu'd EEC I\.-' wn*l port
fuel injection

EMiSSIons: CONMralS .......in 0, 39WaY catalylic-converter,
feedback fuekair-ratio control, EGR
....pelt- and chain-driven double overhead
cams, 4 valves per cylinder,

hydraulic ifters

Valve gear

Powver (SAE net) i e 220 bhp @ 6000 rpm
Torque (SAE net) ..., v 215 [b-ft @ 4800 rpm
Redline ceeereee 000 rpm
DRIVETRAIN

Transmission. ... ... 4-8peed automnatic with lockup

torque converter

Final-drive ratio...... 3771, imited slip

Gear Ratio WMph/1000 rpm Max. test speed
| 2397 FA 50 mph (7000 rpmi)
i 1.54 12.9 20 mph (7000 rpmi)
] 1.00 19:9 128 mph (6500 rom)
4 0.69 28.8 130 mph (4500 rpmi)
DIMENSIONS AND CAPACITIES

Wheelbase e 1OB0 IR
Track, F/R ... 61. 6/52.9 in
Length....... i 19801 in
Width .., L e 71.21in
Haight._....... sl i) e i i1
Frontal area 23880 ft

Ground ClBaranes . ... ..o ..58in
Curb weight... e Tt 3636 b
Wiight dist rbut‘cw F'fﬂ ...B1.4/3B 6%

Fuel capacity.. 160 gal
Oil capacity ... 45m
Water capacity 1B at
CHASSIS/BODY

Type... ..unit construction with a rubber-isolated

powertrain cradie

Body materiat ...welded steal stampings

INTERIOR

SAE volume, frant seat ... 1 .54 gu ft
POBERRDE ... it e AT BU T
Iuggaga SpaceE . % ; 38 cu ft

Frontseats ... R e DUCkET

Seat adjustments. ‘ole and aft, sﬁamatk angle.
front height rizar height, lumbar suppoit,
upper-side holsters

~manual 3-point belts, driver
and passenger airbegs
FEBL. e mmaNUal 3-point baits,
center lap bedlt

poor fair good excellent
paor fair good exceliant
ponr fair good excellent

Restraint systams, front......

Ganeral comfort.......oea.
Fore-and-aft suppart ..
Lateral support...

SUSPENSION
R, L..ind, strut located by 1 trailing link and 1 lateral
link, cail springs, anti-rell bar

Riiii i ind, unequabienath control arms with 1 vailing
Ik, coil springs, anti-roll bar

STEERING

Type ....rack-and-pinion, power-assisted
Turns lock- (ST AR LA I 2
Turning circle clrb- to cufb Wb SR e S L

BRAKES
B S e Bk L DR veried Slss
R it ey 1000200840 vented disc
Power assist Lovacuunm with anti-ock contro!

WHEELS AND TIRES

Wheel size .. B.0%18in
Wheel t\rpe. s .cast aluminum
TIRRE ey et Goudyear Eagle C‘A P215/60VR-16
Test inflation prcssures F/R.. ; = 35{35 pak

Standing Yemile....
Top speed (drag limi

CAR AND DRIVER TEST RESULTS

BRAKING j

; 7!1-0 mph @ lrmendm iockup IS e, AL S

nonellqht moderate heavy

:R.eachulhrg, 300-ft-dia skidpad.. 080
ski g
Understeer.... .........minimal moderate excessive
ESTIMATED FUEL ECONOMY
EPA city driving ..

EPA highway drwvi
/D observed fuel

FuH—thrunle accelaration,
J0-mph cruising ..
70-mph mmﬁg




