BEesT BUuYy FAMILY SEDANS

Ford Taurus L

The Best Buy in family sedans is no surprise.

* Wi il OA0 don't accept the notion that
the besi-selling cars on the market are al-
wavs the best cars or the best buvs, Bur in
the case of the Ford Tauns, we mamiin
that the more than one milhon buyers
who have made 1t one ol Amenca’s sales
leaders over the past throo years have
made a3 hine chotwee, Simee s ntroduction
i late 1985, the Tauruas has ]!!I'I'H'!Illll.‘[l a
beiter combination of stvle, driving plea-
sture, comlont, and utility than any other
family sedan s price mnge.,
Considered a nsky, bet-the-company
move at the tume of i1s introduction, the
Taurus immediately grabbed the pub-
lics atvention with its sleck, aerodynamic
lines and fine driving manners. Even in
its fifih vear of production—while [acing
a host of new competitors—the
laurus sets the standard
fear familv-car stvle,
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Good looks are only the most obvions
of the laurus's wvirtues, When Ford
rolled the dice and gave the Taurus ns
radical, asrodynamic shape, it also made
a bold deparmare b ddnpli.hg amore Ei-
TORCAN SUSPenSIon ph:i]ﬂ:;uph'.. With so-
phisticated geometry, lirm springs, and
ught shocks, the Tawnis mamtiins a se-
cure, lenacious grnp on the road—no
matter how hard yvou dove or how rough
the pavement. This family sedan 15 no
mushmobile.

The standard source of Taurus power
is an anemic 2.5-liver pushrod four that
traces its lincage back 1o the 1960 Fopd
Falcon's humble m-line six (which wused
much smaller cylinders o displace a
mere 2.4 liters). One is well advised o
decline this engine and opt [or the op-
tonal 3.0-hter V-6, which not only pro-
vides vastly improved performance and
refinement but also comes with a four-
speed automatic transaxle mstead of the

four-cvhinder’s three-speed.
T i B The Taurus 15 a passcnger-ploaser,
with plenty of cabin room and
seats forup wo six, Four adults
bt easily, and they enpoy
well-contoured, [rmly
padded seats. The
rear seals are notably
comlorn-
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able, with a chairlike floor height that a
lows a normal siting posture—which: is

more ten can besaid for the rearseats of

many modern sedans. The new-for- 1990
dashboard improves the look of the ine-
rior yet maintains the smartly plced con-
trols and instruments,

When shopping for the best “Taurus
buy, we chosce the L model. Even this
lowlicst of Faruses comes equipped
with such niceties as ull steering, tniec
glass, elecine mirrors, interval wipers, a
driver-side air bag, an mtegrated radio
and clock, and 7 tasteful dose of black
moldings and chrome tnim. It's not as
Eavish as a BMW 7501l bot s no
siripped [leet special, sither,

To the $12,640 base Liurus L we add-
ed air conditioning, the 3.0-lier V-6
four-speed aulomatic powerirain, power
windows and locks, cruise control, a rear
defroster, a cassetie player, remote fucl-
door and trunk-ha releases, and a heavy-
duty suspension. With freight, our Best
Buv winner cameto 515,787 Not bad [or
3 TR0y, guu[{-lm:kiug, -m'd.'ul—r][j\'mg Gi*-
dan with a decent complement of crea-
ture comforis.

OF course, the new Honda Accord 1LX
gave the Taurus a very good run lor ats
money. For about 3600 less, the Accord

oflers better (i and Gnish, a nicer level of
trim, and perhaps the smoothest controls
in the mtomotive world, Bt the Honida
lacks an air bag, a six-cvlinder engine,
and an automanc transmussion. And s
less spacious than the Ford. You can’t go
wrong with the Aceord—but if you're
lowakang For the best value i fanuly trans-
|:u;n'|.|!ir||:|, we think vou'll do beter with
the Taurus.

HONORABLE MENTIONS

Honda Accord LX (515,140): In brand-
new [orm, it’s still the standard for quali-
ty and refinement inan affordable sedan.
Subaru Legacy L+ 4WD ($15339): Ii
vou need Lo carry four adulis, the Legacy
is the nicest-driving, least expensive, and
best-equipped  lour-wheel-drive  sedan
on the market.

Ford Taurus L

Vehitle type: Fromt-angene, [ront-whael-drive. G-passenger,
&-doar sedan

Price as tested: $15 787

Dptions on lest car: base Ford Tasurus L $12,640; air
conditioning, $817. 3.0-ier V& engine, 5721; power
wirel o, 300 Do IpCkS, §d 1 D) cnaise corvrol, 320017
roar dilrpster, §160; AM/FM-sierso  radio/casieite,
£155; remofe trunk and foel-door releases, $91; heavy
duty suspension, $26; freight, $455

Standard accessories: power stearing, it sisaring

Engire type: ¥-5. inan block and heads, Ford EECIV sdec.
tromic engme-conirol yitem wilh Dot el in-
jection

Displacomant Aot o VED e in, 29E6ce

Power (SAE maet) 1420 bhp & 2800 rpm

Transmission .. d-ipeed Sutomalic with CKuD

tohgue convarter

Whislbiase 1060 in
Length b pioioh b 18E.& in
Crarb waight Cesres 3127 i
£e00 10 &0 mph ' v 106 5ac
ey ta 100 mph 34 6 sec
Sanding bembe ..o AT sec @ 78 mph
Top speed 117 mph
Braking. 700 mpeh S 208 1
Roadholding, 300-ftdia skidpad . . 074 g
EPA fuel moonomy, city driving ... ... . 20 mpg

41



